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Living In the spirit
Holiday themes hit area 

stages in November
n Entertainment, Page E3

ALSO INSIDE: ENTERTAINMENT & RESTAURANT INSPECTIONSE

AUDREY MILLER
FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

It was so interesting reading the “I 
Know a Story” column in the Sunday, 
Oct 26, LNP newspaper. It was written 

by former New Era newspaper reporter 
John Hoober about his introduction to the 
Lancaster Newspapers at 8 W. King St., 
back in the 1960s.

This article piqued my interest as I also 
entered the realm of our Lancaster News-
papers world in the early ’60s as a new high 
school graduate.

 However, my newly hired position was 
one of lowly admin support, not that of a 
college-trained newspaper reporter. In 
summer of ’62 I walked through the im-
pressive front doors of 8 W. King St. as an 
18-year-old eager to begin my introduction 
to the “working world.”

I was thrilled to be hired as a secretary for 
the director of national advertising. At this 
time, both the national and retail advertis-
ing departments were in the rear of the 
second floor. 

I was very embarrassed on my first work-
ing day when my boss requested the files for 
the Gulden’s Mustard account — and I was 
mortified when I couldn’t find them. Since 
I grew up with only French’s Mustard in our 
home, this was a foreign name to me. And, 
my boss’s New England accent didn’t help 
my predicament. 

But, it wasn’t long before I became ac-
climated to the newspaper world and 
enjoyed working with our department’s 
account managers. The typewriters were a 
step above the manual ones I trained on in 
school and I became quite proficient with 
my IBM Selectric as well as with taking very 
copious shorthand dictations from my boss.

One miscellaneous duty on my desk was 
providing newspaper “tear sheets” that 
featured the ads for my co-workers’ clients. 
Some of these issues were already in our 
department, but some had to be retrieved 
from a storage room located up another set 
of steep, narrow stairs.

 Since an elevator to the upper floors 
wasn’t in place at that time, my high-heeled 
shoes were the first item of my career girl’s 
wardrobe to disappear. I also remember 

Secretarial
memories of
newspaper 

company in ’60s 

I KNOW A STORY

STAFF
Over the past two weeks, we have shared 

the details of more than 25 craft fairs and 
holiday bazaars where you can shop for gifts 
for your loved ones this year.

But this gift keeps on giving; we’re adding 
five more events to the list this week. 

Got another holiday craft fair or bazaar we 
should know about? Email jjanci@lnpnews.
com. Find the continually updated online 
listing at lanc.news/crafts25.

ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA CHURCH
CHRISTMAS BAZAAR
n When: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8, and 
after the 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. masses on Sunday, 
Nov. 9. 

n Where: St. Anthony of Padua church, 501 E. 
Orange St., Lancaster. 

n Details: Shop for wreaths and greens, gifts, 
religious items, jewelry, food and more at this 
Christmas bazaar. The Rev. Matthew Morelli 
will lead tours of the historic church at 9:30 
and 11:30 a.m. Nov. 8. Morelli’s refurbished red 
Schwinn bike, artwork and more will be offered 

as raffle prizes. 

n Info: For more information or to buy raffle 
tickets, contact Livia Riley at 717-299-6617. 

PEACE UCC CRAFT SHOW
n When: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 6.

n Where: 37 E. Swartzville Road, Denver.

n Details: Shop from a large variety of items 

from more than 30 different crafters. There will 
be children’s craft kits and a children’s crafting 
area available. Breakfast and lunch sandwiches, 
beverages and baked goods will be available 
for purchase. Santa Claus also will make an 
appearance. 

n Info: Email craftshow@peaceunitedchurch.org.

FAITH FACTORY LEARNING CENTER’S
CRAFT/VENDOR SHOW
n When: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 15. 

n Where: St. Mark’s United Methodist Church, 
27 E. Main St., Mount Joy. Park in the rear 
parking lot and enter through the back of the 
church.

n Details: Shop from more than 15 vendors 
offering woodworking, crafts, jewelry and more. 
Food will be for sale. All proceeds benefit Faith 
Factory Learning Center. 

n Info: connectstmarks.com.

CRAFTER’S HOLIDAY BAZAAR
n When: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8. 

n Where: Bird-in-Hand United Methodist 
Church, 2620 Old Philadelphia Pike, Bird-in-

Hand. 

n Details: Shop items from 18 local crafters 
including jewelry, gourds, leather handbags 
and totes, stained glass birds and candle 
arrangements. A featured attraction will be 
more than 75 themed gift baskets of all sizes. 
Homemade baked goods, sandwiches and 
beverages will be available. Proceeds benefit 
the upkeeping of the historic church, as well as 
mission projects throughout the year. 

n Info: bihumc.com.

COUNTRY CHRISTMAS SHOPPE
HOLIDAY BAZAAR
n When: 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 8; 
noon to 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 14; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 15; noon to 4 p.m. Friday, Nov. 21; 
8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 22; 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
Saturday, Dec. 6. 

n Where: 19 Leacock Road, Paradise.

n Details: Shop from handcrafted birch tree bird 
feeders, birdseed wreaths, assorted ornaments 
and more. Leacock Presbyterian Church will 
sell their peanut butter bon bons for sale, with 
proceeds going back to the church. 

n Info: Email lcmteach@yahoo.com.

Visit area craft fairs for homemade holiday gift ideas
HOLIDAYS

AUCTION

One of the author’s tools of the trade, as a sec-
retary at Lancaster Newspapers in the 1960s, 
was an IBM Selectric.

WIKIMEDIA COMMONS

Jim Hoff man, left, and sister Bonita “Bon-
nie” Hoff man Berrier stand with the famous 
“sign-eating tree” in this undated photo.

SUBMITTED

KARYL CARMIGNANI | FOR LNP | LANCASTERONLINE

Got another craft fair or holiday bazaar we 
should know about? Email jjanci@lnpnews.com. 
Find the continually updated online listing at 
lanc.news/crafts25.

GETTY IMAGES

SAVING 
HISTORY

A PIECE OF

Estate sale 
to feature 

pieces from 
James 

‘Jim’ 
Hoffman’s 

extensive 
collection 

of antiques

If Lancaster County lore is your thing, there’s a “trunkful” of must-see valuables 

up for auction on Nov. 8, including a mysterious sign that was swallowed up — 

albeit in slow motion — by a 200-year-old white oak tree in Mount Joy. • Ink has 

been spilled about the voracious appetite of a tree offended by a slim metal road 

sign nailed to it a century ago, eventually growing its bark over the interloper like a 

layer of lava, leaving only knobs visible on either side of the trunk.

The mighty oak reached for the stars at the 
Hoffman farm, at the corner of Nolt and Cole-
brook roads in Mount Joy, for many decades until 
a storm brought it down in 2018. Part sign post, 
part sentimental legend, the mystery of what was 
on the sign lives on.

James “Jim” Hoffman, collector, fixer, creator 
and farmer died July 24 at age 78. His eclectic 
estate — including a beefy chunk of tree covering 
the sign — will be sold at a public auction at 490 

Colebrook Road in Mount Joy. Folks can also bid 
online at the Hoffman Country Store Auction, 
hosted by Hess Auction Group, where the diverse 
items — called “lots” on the site — are available, 
including a broad range of antiques, farmhouse 
functional decor and crockery, railroad lanterns, 
old local business signs and souvenirs, farm 
equipment, vintage clothing and more.

But the tree is the star of the auction’s offerings. 
AUCTION, page E2

STORY, page E2

n If you know an interesting, true story, please 
write it in 600 words or less and send it to Mary El-
len Wright, LNP editorial department, P.O. Box 1328, 
Lancaster, PA 17608-1328, or email it to features@
lnpnews.com. (No fiction or poetry, please). Please 
include your phone number and the name of the 
town you live in.
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• Fresh Bread
• Dinner Rolls
• Cinnamon Buns
• Whoopie Pies
• Fruit Pies
• And More!

Gourmet Ice Cream, Picnic Area, and
Petting Zoo for your Enjoyment!

Old Fashioned Goodness

Calvin & Janell Groff and Family
542 Gibbons Road, Bird-in-Hand PA

717-656-7947 • www.bihbakeshop.com

GOld Fashioned Goodness

Calvin & Janell Groff and Family
542 Gibbons Road, Bird-in-Hand PA 

717-656-7947 • www.bihbakeshop.com

2025
25th ANNIVERSARY

Start your search today.

LancasterOnline.com/archives

A Pennon Publication

YOUR SUBSCRIPTION
UNLOCKS OUR DIGITAL
ARCHIVES!
Search back to 1796.

Access millions of pages and over
two centuries of Lancaster County
history thanks to our partnership
with Newspapers.com.

Enjoyed so much reading stories
about my parents, grandparents,
uncles and aunts, plus CV
classmates (class of 1967) from
the archives section of the paper!
- William S.

“
”

that smoking in the work-
place was still very evident 
in the ’60s. One of the 
department managers had 
an office to the rear of our 
floor and the stale smoke 
from his occasional cigar 
was most unpleasant.

One memory of my first 
year’s Christmas season 
was when employees from 
our floor gathered in the 
stairwell to sing Christmas 
carols. A very memorable 
occasion was the year my 

boss treated our depart-
ment to a holiday lunch at 
the Hamilton Club. As a 
young girl, I was quite im-
pressed, not being used to 
such lavish, upscale dining. 

Another very unsettling 
memory was the day one of 
the retail salesmen rushed 
into the department telling 
us President Kennedy had 
been assassinated. With 
that news, along with the 
Cuban Missile Crisis two 
years prior, I wasn’t sure I 
was ready to face this newly 
entered adulthood.

After working in this 
department for several 

years, progress was made 
with having an elevator 
installed. On rare occasions 
I found myself riding this 
elevator with members of 
top management. At that 
time I was an impression-
able young girl and so flat-
tered to have a Lancaster 
Newspapers vice president 
greet me, a lowly secretary, 
so cordially and wish me a 
good day. 

The several years I spent 
at 8 W. King St. hold so 
many special memories.

The decades certainly 
fly by quickly. It’s been 59 
years since I left the Lan-

caster Newspaper offices to 
become a new mom. It was 
my introduction to adult life 
in the workplace, to forming 
good work ethics and inter-
acting with some amazing 
co-workers. 

I’ve enjoyed reading about 
subsequent leadership 
changes, building modifi-
cations and the amazing 
success of the Lancaster 
Newspapers. It was a short 
time period in my life but 
a very valuable introduc-
tion to the rewarding and 
productive life this senior 
has since enjoyed.
The author lives in Lititz.

Continued from E1

Story

Bidding starts at $5, and the 
item is available for local 
pickup only.

“As a landmark, it has re-
ceived a lot of press over the 
years,” says Andy Kmiec, 
lead cataloguer at Hess Auc-
tion Group. He curated the 
collection of over 500 items 
for the Hoffman Country 
Store Auction currently 
available online.

A story in the Elizabeth-
town Chronicle in 1968 
quoted residents’ specula-
tions on what the sign says. 
Guesses ranged from “To 
Rheems” or “To Marietta” 
or “To Donegal Springs.” 
A Scribbler column in the 
Lancaster New Era in 1991 
spoke poetically of the tree’s 
curio, including its mention 
in the 1979 book “Lancaster 
County Waysides” by John 
Kendig of Manheim. Copies 
of the book, as well as a circa 
1910 photograph showing 
the sign embedded in the 
tree, are included in the auc-
tion lot.

Bonita “Bonnie” Hoffman 
Berrier, 74, says she hopes 
people will come out to the 
auction to be a part of the 
atmosphere and experience 
her brother’s preservation 
of history.

“At least view if not buy a 
little piece of history,” she 
says. “It will be all around 
them.”

Family farm

Jim, a 1964 Donegal High 
School graduate, worked at 
the Hamilton Watch Co. in 
Lancaster before starting as 
an apprentice ironworker 
with Ironworkers Local 404. 
He worked at nuclear power 
plants, including Peach Bot-
tom and TMI, as well as for 
various other union con-
tractors, until he retired in 
2002.

Berrier says her parents 
bought the Mount Joy farm 
in 1947 — it was a fixer-up-
per. They worked hard on 
the place and toiled in the 
fields, with Jim and his dad 
using Farmall tractors. Her 
mother kept a flower bed 
around the famous tree, 
planting lilies and irises and 
other colorful plants. The 
tree was near the road, so it 
occasionally got clipped by 
trucks making the turn, to 
Jim’s frustration.

After their parents passed 
away, Jim bought the farm 

in 1988 and continued their 
legacy, including tending 
to the flower bed around 
the tree. The trunk bulged 
around sign ends that were 
completely ensconced in-
side the tree.

After that fateful storm in 
2018, Jim said in an inter-
view with the Scribbler that 
he considered the tree part 
of the family, as it had stood 
tall since his parents bought 
the farm. He had a neighbor 
cut it up and saved the sec-
tion containing the sign.

Today, it is a 700-pound 
piece of local history on the 
auction block.

More than stuff

While Jim’s childhood col-
lecting diminished as a teen, 
he resumed acquiring col-
lectibles in the 1960s, Ber-
rier says.

“Jim got our Dad into it 
— it was something they 
could do together,” she says. 

“Sometimes they went to 
two (public) sales in a day.”

That diligence paid off, as 
Jim’s estate features well-
preserved, one-of-a-kind 
pieces that reflect his varied 
interests, from muscle cars 
to tiny tins.

Berrier says “he was not a 
hoarder, he was organized 
and kept the pieces pristine” 
with some even shrink-
wrapped. He was a “caretak-
er of history,” she adds.

“He did a lot of research,” 
Berrier says. “He was a seri-
ous collector.”

She says there were many 
facets to her brother. While 
he could be taciturn at times, 
he was “kind and gracious 
and had a great personality.” 
She says he was always there 
to help someone else, even 
pumping out water from 
basements of people he 
didn’t know following Hur-
ricane Agnes in 1972.

Berrier says he enjoyed 
hosting his “motor head” 
friends at his home, prepar-
ing food for a couple dozen 
car enthusiasts. There are 
car-themed items in the 
auction.

Berrier lauds his artistic 
craftsmanship, storytell-
ing talents, and his deep ap-
preciation for history. The 
auction items — including a 
piece of the landmark tree — 
reflect these qualities.

“I do miss him, but we 
have so many memories,” 
she adds.

Continued from E1

Auction: Collection of local antiques for sale

Durufle’s ‘Requiem’ to be 
featured at St. Leo church

St. Leo the Great Catholic Church will host a perfor-
mance of Maurice Durufle’s “Requiem” at 7 p.m. Sunday, 
Nov. 16. The church’s choir will be joined by the Diocese 
of Harrisburg Schola Cantorum for the performance. 
Richard Skirpan will direct the ensemble and chamber 
orchestra, joined by Kyle Postlethwait on organ and Leah 
Kaye Serr as mezzo-soprano soloist.

The piece of music has history in Lancaster. Durufle, 
a Parisian organist and composer, conducted a perfor-
mance of the piece himself at First Presbyterian Church 
in 1966.

The concert is free to attend and open to the public; a 
freewill offering will be collected.

St. Leo’s is located at 2427 Marietta Ave., Lancaster. 
Parking is available in the church’s lot.

HOW TO BID
The Hoffman Country 
Store Auction is Saturday, 
Nov. 8, at 9 a.m. starting 
with the first lot. (The 
sign-eating tree is Lot 
329.) It will be at 490 
Colebrook Road in Mount 
Joy. Bidding is also online 
through the Hess Auction 
Group and closes with 
the live auction. To see 
the catalog and for more 
information, visit lanc.
news/hoffmanauction25. 

OTHER ITEMS FOR SALE
In addition to the sign-eating tree stump, there are over 
500 items that can be bid on in person Nov. 8 or online 
at lanc.news/hoffmanauction25. Some fascinating pieces 
include:

n Lot 139: Rare Nissly’s Household Cocoa Sample Tin. Andy 
Kmiec, lead cataloguer, says the small chocolate company 
was around for 10 years, closing in 1928. The sample-sized 
tin is rare.

n Lot 324: Cast-iron New Holland Machine door stop 
(repainted). In 1895, a German immigrant named A. M. 
Zimmerman was quite handy with engines and farm 
equipment, says Kmiec. He parlayed his skills into the New 
Holland Machine Company and gave away cast-iron cow 
door stops. Berrier says her brother used it to prop open 
the kitchen door in his home.

n Lot 340: Tin sidewalk sign in a wood frame from the 
1930s for Ideal Ice Cream in Lancaster. Kmiec says the sign 
being double-sided makes it exceptional.

n Lot 341e: Vintage Maple Grove Park Dragway 
embroidered jacket (size large). Lot comes with a copy of 
Jim Hoffman displaying the jacket with his 1955 Chevy.

HESS AUCTION GROUP PHOTOS

A section of tree that “ate” a sign, once a landmark in Mount Joy, is up for auction as part of the 
Hoffman Country Store Auction.

HESS AUCTION GROUP

The sign-eating tree stood at the corner of Nolt and Colebrook 
Roads, as seen in this undated family photo.

SUBMITTED


